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Nevis Air and Sea Ports Authority commended
for marine tourism awareness efforts

Fisheries Minister on
Nevis Hon. Robelto
Hector applauded the
Nevis Air and Sea Ports
Authority  (NASPA)
during  its  recent
programme of Marine
Awareness, under the
theme “Bridging the Gap
to Marine Tourism”.

He said the event had
come at a time when small
island states were seeking
ways to eliminate

The Minister said that
marine activities had
found great importance in
the tourism sector of other
countries and their overall
development and cited
that it provided a
complementary source,
which ensured
development.

However, Mr. Hector
pointed out that it was
generally felt that as much as
75 cents of the dollar that

structural differences and
other socio economic
factors which negatively
impacted tourism as a tool
for long term sustainable
development.

“It is the time when we ought to begin to broaden
our diversification efforts. Nevis is a beacon in the
Caribbean and a very good example of a Caribbean
country which has embraced tourism as an important
tool for socio economic development.

“Indeed, for us tourism can be viewed as a quick and
reliable source of much sought after foreign exchange;
as a source of job creation and more importantly a link
to our agricultural sector, fisheries, forestry and
construction and handicraft industries,” he said.

Fisheries Minister on Nevis Hon. Robelto Hector with
chairman of the Nevis Air and Sea Ports Authority
Board Mr. Lurie Lawrence (left) and NASPA General

Manager, Spencer Hanley, in the background.

was raised went to foreign

entities to pay for
commodities  which
supported the tourism
industry.

He said while diversification efforts were broadened,
the dollar value on the tourism product should be saved to
ensure less leakage.

“Our farmers should make every effort to supply
the hotel with produce consistently. The government
of which I'am a part of is supportive of this activity. We
boast of a fishing industry that contributes some $6
million to our economy on an annual basis.

“Now is the time for our fishers to broaden the scope
of the operations to meet the demands of marine
tourism...I make an appeal to our fishers to become

Continued on page 38

(Picture on left) NASPA General Manager, Spencer Hanley (right) with his hard working colleagues, from left,
Nelson Stapleton, Security Assistant, David Hendrickson, Chief of Security, and Everette Mason, Marine Manager,
pictured during the Marine Awareness Day exhibition. Picture right shows some of the tents that were set up.
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NASPA Marine Awareness Day

“Bridging the Gap to Marine lourism Development

Nevis, like any other high end tourist
destination in the world, has had its
share of the spoils following the
prevailing world economic
downturn that has adversely affected
visitor arrival (via air) into the island.

“This resulted in a significant
decrease in revenue for Nevis Air and
Sea Ports Authority (NASPA),”
observed NASPA’s General
Manager, Spencer Hanley.
“Therefore, on May 1, 2009 NASPA
embarked on a new initiative to
increase marine activities (yacht,
cruise, etc) as a means of boosting its
revenue base.”

This initiative, he told
ACTION!, was dubbed Marine
Awareness Day under the theme
“Bridging the Gap to Marine Tourism
Development”. 'The objective was to
create awareness to visitors and locals

of various marine
activities at
NASPA, hence
encouraging
return visitors and
new arrivals via
sea.

The event was
held at the
Charlestown
waterfront and
was a tremendous
success. It

resembled a trade Atan eatlier event when the Prime Minister, Dr Denzil Douglas,

show
various tourism
and marine
partners displayed
their products and services and
answer questions.

Participating partners on display
included, Nevis Tourism Authority,

] N e v 1 s

Department of
Fisheries, St.
Kitts-Nevis

Coast Guard,
Dive Instructor,

E 1 1 1 s
Chadderton,
M arine

Biologist,
Barbara

Whitman, Nevis
Yacht Club,
Nevis Swim
Club, Nevis

where led the Federal cabinet to Nevis for a joint session with the
Nevis Island Administration cabinet, on hand to receive the
dignitaries at the Charlestown Port was NASPA’s General
Manager, Spencer Hanley.

Historical and Conservation Society,
Nevis Solid Waste Management
Authority, and NASPA Sports and
Social Club.

“One of the highlights of the day
was a demonstration by the St. Kitts-
Nevis Coast Guard on rescue
operations at sea,” noted Hanley.
“The public was entertained by
renowned Nevisian calypsonian King
Meeeko, who performed his popular
hit ‘Nevis Nice’.

“There was plenty to eat and
drink, as everyone present really
experienced a true Nevisian marine
flavour of local cuisine. NASPA
Marine Awareness Day will be placed
on the island’s calendar as an annual
event.”

Hector... continued from page 37

He said Nevis should learn from the mistakes of other

more innovative and start thinking of ways to extend your
business...think of creative ways to expand your marine
activities. Take maximum advantage of the opportunity to
become involved in marine tourism,” he said.

The Fisheries Minister also urged persons who sought
to utilise the marine environment and reminded them
that they should exercise caution and not destroy the
island’s fragile marine eco systems.

islands who had allowed unplanned and haphazard
mushrooming of the tourism hospitality facilities, in
fragile costal marine eco systems.

Mr. Hector further stated that overcrowding and
high concentrations of visitor had led to the destruction
of coral reefs and the overfishing of marine resources.

The Port Authority on Nevis was commended for
its effort to educate the public on the role it played in
the island’s marine tourism industry.
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Since June 15,2009 Nevis Air and Sea
Ports Authority (NASPA) has been
broadcasting a series of public service
announcements entitled “Port Security
and You”. These announcements are
being aired via VON Radio
www.vonradio.com (7:30-8:00 am);
Choice Radio www.choicefm1053.com
(12:00 - 1:00 pm); on NNC TV; and
from time to time they will be
chronicled in the print media.

“Our primary objective is to bring
awareness to the public, of the
International Ship and Port-Facility
Security Code (ISPS),” said Spencer
Hanley, NASPA’s General Manager.

”We also wish to apprise the public
of the important role they are expected
to play in making sure adherence is
maintained according to the provisions
set out in the Code as it relates to the
public’s use of our port facilities at Long
Point and Charlestown.”

NASPA has not introduced those
measures in isolation as they were
introduced by the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) as a
result of the terrorist attacks on the
United States of America on
September 11, 2001. In response to
those attacks, the IMO i1ssued
requirements and guidelines for the
security of ships and ports through the
implementation of the Code.

“Since 911 certain security measures
have been implemented for air travel
as well,” said Hanley. “These security
measures are covered under the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), and include certain items that
cannot be transported in a passenger’s
carry-on luggage, and certain items that
are not allowed on board an aircraft.
These ICAO security measures will be
covered in more details at another time.
Our focus at this time is on the ISPS
Code.”
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PORT SECURITY AND YOU

One objective of the ISPS Code is
to establish an international framework
involving co-operation between
contracting governments, government
agencies & local administration, along
with shipping and port industries to
detect security threats and take
preventative measures against security
incidents affecting ships or port facilities
which are used in international trade,
and voyages. These include passenger
ships, cargo ships, mobile offshore
drilling units, and in particular port
facilities serving such ships and units.

The guidance material indicates that
there could be searches of persons,
personal effects, vehicles and their
contents. The type of searches could
include manual searches by hand, use
of walk through metal detectors, hand-
held metal detectors, x-ray or dogs.
Notwithstanding, NASPA recognizses
its roles and responsibilities as servants
of the people, and as such they will
endeavor to conduct searches (where
applicable) in a prudent and courteous
manner when executing their duties.

St. Kitts and Nevis are signatories
to the IMO, and as such they are bound
by current and future amendments to
the convention of the organisation and
they must maintain security and other
measures at all times.

“You would soon be observing
additional security measures at Long
Point and Charlestown ports as part of
the ISPS Code,” noted the General
Manager. “Security officers will be
taking a strict and responsible approach
to the public gaining entrance to the
facilities. Therefore, effective July 1,
2009 you will be requested to co-
operate fully with the necessary
instructions and guidelines issued in
order to maintain certain required
standards.”
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Spencer Hanley

He commented that there are
potential commercial benefits to the
maritime industry in implementing the
Code, as in the long run implementation
of the Code could provide
considerable cost-benefit for Nevis.

“By putting in place an effective and
compliant security regime, we will be
able to participate fully in global trade,”
he pointed out. “On the flip side, a
major security breach could result in
disruption or even port closure. For
example, if we are placed on the US
Adpvisory List, all vessels coming from
the Federation will be subjected to be
stopped and searched by the USCG
every time they try to entera US port.”

This, he further explained, would
mean unnecessary delays for the vessels
at no fault of their own, thus wasting
valuable time and money. “Eventually,
these vessels would stop doing business
with us. But, we cannot allow this to
happen because 95% of our trade
comes through the ports. Additionally,
if we are placed on the US Advisory
List, the United States Embassy in
Barbados would be notified. This
could have a negative impact on
persons applying for visas to enter the
US,” ended the NASPA General
Manager.
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Loone Nevisian woman candidate with

a message of hope

While no official date has been released, the major political
parties in the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis have already
named their candidates, and with eleven seats up for grabs,
and with at least twenty-three known candidates lined up,
only two are known to be women.

The ruling party on St. Kitts has a woman candidate and
so does the ruling party on Nevis, the Nevis Reformation
Party. Nevis’s choice of the woman candidate is no accident,
as she already ran for the same seat in the last Nevis Island
Assembly elections held in 2006.

What is surprising is the fact that while the opposition
party in Nevis currently has a woman parliamentarian, she
has on her own volition elected not to contest her local
parliamentary seat, and by extension the Federal seat which
she has twice lost to the youthful Patrice Nisbett. However,
women’s hopes of seeing a woman replace her were dashed
when the party named a male candidate to replace her.

A few commentators had said it will end up being a
bull’s affair in parliament, but their fears were quickly laid to
rest when they pleasantly learned that the Nevis Reformation
party wants to have a woman to represent the wishes of
Nevisian women, and their men as well. The party has named
a compassionate woman who understands family and
understands politics.

Nurse Patsy Hanley, as she is fondly known not only in
her community but also in the entire island, has a unique
message for the people of Gingerland. She is for the first
time contesting a Federal Parliamentary seat in the
forthcoming general elections, but she says she is not going
to that parliament to collect any money.

Honourig the elderly: Nurse Hanley gives flow-
ers to a senior, but who did not turn up. He sent
his grandson, Llewellyn Clarke.

A retired nurse, Mrs Patricia Hanley has a soft spot for the seniors.

She quickly qualified her statement and said that while
she will collect her salary and allowances she will not put that
money into her personal use. She said: “One thing I can
promise you; any constituency allowance received by me as
your representative, will be given back to the constituency.”

Gingerlanders are bound to believe her because she has
been giving to the constituency of St. George’s for years
long before she made her first attempt to run for a political
office in the local Nevis Island Assembly elections of 2006,
where she lost to the incumbent.

She explained that whether it is produce from the farm
or otherwise, she has always given to those in the community,
but regretted how unfortunate it was when a few years back
she donated a refrigerator to a worthy cause, but was turned
back with her gift. The message was that the fridge was not
need, yet she was fully aware of the need.

“It was very unfortunate when some time ago I sourced
a refrigerator to bring relief to the staff of the Gingerland
Health Centre because their unit had been malfunctioning
for a number of weeks,” recalled Mrs Hanley. “I was
however told by the then Permanent Secretary Ministry of
Health that there was no need for the refrigerator that I
donated to the institution where I worked for over twelve
years.”

On the other hand and in stark contrast to the treatment
she received from the then administration, she has observed
that the current Government has not been partisan, as it has
graciously accepted donations from other sources that were
deemed to be of help to the general community.

“I'want to thank God for a great leader like Hon. Joseph
Parry,” said Mrs Patricia Hanley, as she is officially known.
“He leads a Party which sees and seeks to know the concerns
of our people and puts them first. He is a true servant of
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the people of Nevis. The party I represent is committed to
serving the Nevisian public.”

Reflecting on her background, Nurse Patsy told that
although her family was not blessed with material wealth,
she attributes the happiness of her childhood to the enormous
strength of her mother and in particular, the strength of the
women in the Gingerland community where her family lived.

“Some persons want to think that women cannot stand
up to their male counterparts,” she observed. “However,
believe it or not, this woman called Aunty Patsy is someone
to reckon with. I have stood up to the Mighty Goliath and
humbled him. This time I will force him out and then I will
be on my way to the Federal Parliament in St. Kitts to help
strengthen the voice of women in that setting.”

As a parent, she is more concerned about children’s
welfare, not only in the constituency, but the entire Federation.
She talked of the growing threats in this society and pointed
out that this country’s children could become victims of crime
and violence.

In light of the above, she advises women and mothers
they have to be vigilant 24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week, to make
sure that the children are with company the parents approve
of and that they are doing the things that the parents have
taught them are right. She further advised them to skillfully
plan and execute their budgets, in order to find funds for
emergencies.

She is also telling women to seek to ensure that not only
are the children healthy in the real sense, but the mothers
must also ensure that their home life is healthy. According to
Nurse Patsy, no amount of accumulated wealth, no material
luxuries, no brilliant academic achievements and personal
development, will permanently benefit any nation unless its
home life is healthy.

“As I prepare to take a stand for our women, I think of
the many women in our country who run their homes,” said
Hanley. “We have been so undervalued, that many people
don’t even regard our efforts in our homes as work. While
most people would agree that caring for children is one of
the most important, most productive activities that there is,
our society does little to value it unless it is done by someone
other than parents and family.

“For this
reason I would
like to debate and
support a
motion in the
House of
Parliament for a
modest Universal
Child Allowance.
Ibelieve it is time
for us as a
Nation, to put

The Future: Students from Gingetland
receive awards from Mrs Hanley.
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Leading by example: Nurse Patsy Hanley grows what
she eats and eats what she grows.

some of our money where our future lies. I would also
encourage the establishment of a 24-hour day care service.
The institution of Paternity Leave with regulations in order
to encourage men to participate in the domestic sphere is
another area which needs to be addressed and to which I
would lend my support.”

A staunch practicing Christian, and a member of the
Gingerland Secondary School Prayer group for over ten
years, Nurse Patsy always reminds whoever wants to listen,
and these days they are many, that blessed is the nation whose
God is the Lord.

“As a committed and caring Christian, I am actively
involved at all levels of my local church,” she pointed out.
“I believe that godly women should be willing to offer
themselves to serve in all areas of life and can make a
difference in the political arena by highlighting issues aimed
at strengthening the moral fabric of society.”

While she has promised to effectively represent the men
when she finally makes it to parliament, she reminded the
womenfolk to pause and realise that they make up more
than half of this country’s population, constitute a majority
of the labour force, they are the driving force behind political
campaigns and that they understand women’s issues better.

1 : i = 5—.":- ' . J
The Team: Nurse Hanley joins forces with Junior Minister
Carlisle Powell as they visit a senior in Gingerland.
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Hensley Daniel: The grass roots Minister

Long before he entered the race for elective politics, Hensley
Daniel had distinguished himself as a person who worked
with the people and for the people. In the days he worked
as a Director of Community Affairs, he dealt directly with
the people in a manner that he looked for and went to them
to find out their needs.

He is able to mobilise communities in a manner that
only he can. When ACTION! recently talked to alady from
Bath Village who needed assistance to send her sick son to
the USA for medical attention, she said she was overly
surprised when it was Minister Daniel who came to her home
before she would have managed to go to his office.

A regular Nevisian writer composed and submitted this
feature article on Minister Daniel, based on the Minister’s
approach to how things are done in relation to dealing with
people, not just his constituents, but members of the public
in general.

I have been following politics now intensely across the
Caribbean for more than 10 years. Thave watched and seen
how politicians promise and do not come through; how
they inspire you on the campaign trail and then make you
angry that you voted for them; how they are humble enough
to beg for your vote and then lose their humility as soon as
they get power; how they start to do things in the community
only when they are interested in politics and how they sponsor
everything or start to tell you hello just to geta vote.

I have seen how only when they get into politics they
find it convenient to attend church, ride on a bus, painta bus

While Minister Daniel would have initiated the
formation of a number of sporting clubs, he reaches
out for the sports people when they are still young.

stop, give people a lift in their vehicles or start to purchase
fans and filing cabinets for some institution or another.
On the other hand though, T have also watched Hensley
Edmeston Daniel since July 20 2006 and seen how more
and more he has exceeded everyone’s expectations. Hensley’s
three years in office have been personified by his prodigious
charity, his profound commitment, his pure concern, his
profuse compassion and his principled character.
Hensley’s foray into elective politics came in March of
2000 when he would have resigned from the Civil Service
to contest the Federal Elections against the late Malcom

Premier Parry addresses youth who were to leave for Trinidad for training.
On his left is Minister Daniel who spearheaded the training.

Guishard. However Hensley’s life has
long been one of selfless sacrificial
service to the people of Nevis. In fact
when Hensley was just 18 he joined the
StJohn’s Community Improvement
Club (SJCIC) and worked in the
service of the community of St John’s.

By the time he was 20 he was
President of the group and taught
evening classes for more than 10 years
free of charge for those people who
wanted to obtain subjects that they
would have failed during high school.
Hensley would have also taught a
variety of subjects as a teacher at the
high school level including French,
Spanish, English and Geography. It is
instructive that he would teach at school
from 8 to 3:30 then hop on a bus to
Brown Pasture to teach there for free
until late at nights.
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Spurred on by an intense desire to
continue to serve his fellowmen,
Hensley left the teaching profession
after 11 years to pursue a degree in
Social Work at the UWTI in Jamaica and
returned to lead the Youth and
Community Services Department in
Nevis.

While there he would have
implemented anti-poverty programmes
for youth, women and the aged,
organised youth in business awards,
developed a new Welfare benefits
Programme for women and children
and basically spearheaded the
transformation of the Social Services
Department. His commitment to
Social Work was not an 8 hour job but
one where he made himself available
to serve people at all hours of the day,
every single day for no extra pay.

He made a connection to what the
bible referred to as “%he least of these”
and was able to work with them to raise
them from the gutter-most to the
uttermost. For some he was not a
Director of Community Affairs but
their guidance counsellor, lawyer, father,
mother, friend and brother. Hensley
would have also given yeoman service
to various community groups serving
in different positions with The Nevis
Special Olympics, The Nevis Renal
Society, The Nevis Amateur Athletic
Association, The Nevis Domino
Association, the SJCIC and the Nevis
Youth Council inter alia. Hensley isno
stranger to service. His life is the
epitome of it.

Those who knew Hensley breathed
a sigh of relief when he was elected.
His commitment to selfless service and
hard work has characterised his three
yearsin office. Hensley has been at the
forefront of implementing
programmes such as the Homework
Assistance Programme, and piloting
duty free legislation that would allow
young small businessmen to gain duty
free concessions.

Others include forming the Nevis
Peer Unit which is a group of young
teens in Nevis formed to affect positive
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Not too young to be ignored: Minister Daniel supervises children making

kites at the Bath Community Centre.

change among their peers, The Nevis
Pearls which is a group formed for
young girls to engender self esteem and
self worth, The Empowering Men for
Change programme which is a
programme aimed at training at risk
youths in various skills, and The Youth
Skills Programme.

He was also the brain behind Bikes
not Bombs project which encourages
young men to get involved in biking
instead of anti-social behaviour,
sending off 17 young men and women
to Trinidad for training, making it
mandatory for young people to sit on
statutory boards in Nevis, re-
invigorating the Seniour Citizens
Programme, initiating the Reading Starts
with Us Programme and ensuring that
teenage mothers can return to school
inter alia.

He has successfully negotiated to
get an ambulance, Garbage Truck and
Ultra-Sound donated while also
purchasing a tire baler for use at the
Landfill and another new ambulance.
His time as a Minister has also seen a
dramatic improvement of services at
Solid Waste, a new Drag Racing Strip,
new roads in Cox, Bath Village, Cole
Hill, Chicken Stone, Bailey Yard, Cane
Garden, new houses at Cherry Gardens
and the New Environmental Works

NEVIS ISLAND ADMINISTRATION

Division to keep Nevis looking green
and clean. Throughout his three years
of service, Hensley has handled his
various ministries with equanimity that
is unparalleled in the history of
government in Nevis.

I have had the unique opportunity
to be able to observe Hensley over
these three years and have been nothing
short of amazed how he seems to make
time to deal with everybody from
Dabby to the Dean of a University,
how he handles himself with such a
common humility and his inexorable
commitment to keep improving his
ministry and the lives of his
constituents.

It was the late great Indian spiritual
leader Mahatma Ghandi who said, “T%e
best way 1o find yourself is to lose yourself in
the service of others.” Hensley Daniel has
lost himself in the service of others his
entire life. His service to his community,
his country and his countrymen has
transcended politics as usual. This
humble son of Cox is more than justa
politician. He is a social worker, an
educator, a youth advocate, a
community activist, a health promoter,
a children and women’s rights activist,
and a civic leader but first and foremost,
Hensley Edmeston Daniel is a servant
of the people.
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Nevis launches first Film Festival

Premier of Nevis the Hon. Joseph Parry informed a packed
audience that, Nevis had celebrated many firsts in the
Caribbean. He made the statement at the Nevis International
Feature Film Festival (NIFF) which was launched at Coconut
Grove Restaurant on Sunday, May 3rd, 2009.

The Film Festival was being hosted jointly by the
Community Cohesion Foundation, the Nevis Cultural
Development Foundation and the Nevis Community
Development Department from May 3-8, 2009 at various
venues throughout the island.

“We have been the first in so many things. We had the
first hotel in the Caribbean, with the Bath Hotel. Visitors as
far as Europe came to Nevis to experience the springs at the
Bath Hotel.

“Nevis also has had the first golf course outside of
Scotland and the island will soon be the first green island in
the Caribbean with Geothermal. Although we will not be
the first island outside of Europe to have a film Festival, we
promise to be the best over the years,” said Mr. Parry.

According to Premier Parry, the Nevis Film Festival, on
the island’s calendar of events, would promote the Nevis
Tourism product and would add diverse activities.

The Premier also used the opportunity to commend the
organiser and visionaries who conceptualised the idea of
the festival - Mr. Abdul Ahmed and Minister of Culture and
Deputy Premier Hon. Hensley Daniel, who he said had
brought a fresh air of modern thinking.

“I am very pleased with the topics of the movies.
Immediately I thought of the young people who would be
able to see the films with mind bending, informative and
intellectual film topics. I am hoping that many people will
be exposed to this new festival on Nevis,” commented
Premier Parry.

Premier of Nevis Hon. Joseph Parry at the launch of
the Nevis International Feature Film Festival.

The Festival gave film enthusiasts and visitors the
opportunity to vacation on the beautiful island of Nevis,
while they viewed feature-length and short-films, animation,
drama, documentary, experimental and hybrid new works
by filmmakers from around the world.

From the Opening Night’s festivities to the Green Carpet
Awards Ceremony, this idyllic location, combined with a line-
up of exceptional, jury-selected films and a star-studded guest
list, would make the Nevis Film Festival an annual event not
to be missed.

The Nevis Film Festival included movies from Belize,
Venezuela, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica and Costa Rica among
others.
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Audience at the launch of the Nevis International
Feature Film Festival.

Nevis is an island of many ‘firsts’: Bath Hotel was
the first resort hotel in the Caribbean.
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A fresh approach foen Cable & Wireless

Your world,
closer.
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“THE PEOPLE YOU NEED TO KNOW”
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...an indigenous Group of Companies in the 0.E.C.5.
specializing in Trading, Finance, Real Estate, Tourism
and Manufacturing.
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